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dard, Addison has a lovely Attic style, but he is provincial
(says Arnold) because his thoughts are commonplace, Burke
is a writer of genius, but his prose is extravagant; he is pro-
vincial, distant from the centre, or, rather, there is no centre
atalltodisciplinehim, Hekdsurbanity, He writes "Asiatic"
prose, barbarously rich;" but the true prose is Attic prose,"l
Urbanity is the word, The academies had the secret of it
%'f <fe otyf, style, finish, mutual respect, and admiration
for the classic past are the marb of the good academicians,
And if one of the sweetest things in life, and a sovereign
remedy for all ills, is the sincere love of letters and tie innocent
charm of the muses (as Sainte-Beuve says), the literary
academies of the eighteenth century are supreme,

1 Matthew Arnold," The Literary Influence of Academies" in
Criticism, First Series (ed, 1921), p. 64,